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newspaperman,1 who took a leading part in making Harding
President. He is tall, clean-shaven and gaunt looking, with
big horn-rimmed spectacles, and a jerky but attractive way of
speaking. He is something of a wit. Years ago I used to play
golf with him at Walton Heath. He was very pleasant and
reminded me that in our matches, on balance, he had won
money from me. I said I was glad, as no doubt his winnings
had enabled him to become an Ambassador.

L. G. telephoned to say he would come over to Hall Barn
to see the Ambassador, but the latter said he would prefer to
go to Chequers. He told my wife that a momentous public
announcement would be made to-day or to-morrow regarding
the suggested Conference between Great Britain, America^
Japan and China concerning Eastern affairs and disarmament.
We left Burnham's at about 4 o'clock. The Ambassador sent
a message by me to L. G. saying that he would start for
Chequers immediately his despatches arrived. When I got to
Chequers I found the party having tea under the trees.

The Ambassador arrived with his wife at about 7
o'clock. L. G. at once went off with him for a private confab..
They both returned looking very elated. Dinner was served
on the lawn with Chinese lanterns spread about among the
trees. Before dinner L. G. took me aside to explain that
President Harding was about to convene a Conference on the
limitation of armaments and that the announcement was to
be sent out to-night by the American Government. He said
the idea had originated in the Imperial Conference, and that
on behalf of the Conference he had addressed letters to the
United States, Japan and China asking for their views. It was
important that, while President Harding should not be robbed
of the honour of acting with promptitude, the public both here
and in America should appreciate the part which had been
played by the British Empire. It was arranged that I should
communicate with the newspapers. Grigg drew up a short
memorandum which I issued through the Press Association.
Subsequently I rang up the London morning newspapers to
explain the position and warn them that they might expect
to receive the American Government's announcement later

1U.S. Ambassador 1921-24; d, 1928.
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